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Creating a Reading Culture

Why work to create a reading culture?

What factors influence the creation of a reading culture?

What does this look like in a school library?

Australian Children’s and Young Adult Literature

Early Texts

Children’s Book Council of Australia

Australians in International awards

Classics

My favourite Australian children’s books

The development of Young Adult fiction in Australia

National Centre for Australian Children’s Literature 

The Australian Children’s Laureate



Reading Culture:  A successful reading culture is one where 

members of the community read for pleasure and consider  

reading an important part of their lives.



READING AND SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
Lonsdale, M. (2003) Impact of School Libraries on Student Achievement: a 

Review of the Research p. 1.

A print- rich environment leads to more reading 

and free voluntary reading is the best predictor of 

comprehension, vocabulary growth, spelling and 

grammatical ability and writing style. 



AASL, 2018



‘Social media has replaced book reading for teens, research shows’ 

by Hannah Natanson, SMH, 21 August 2018

The reason for the concern is that the skill set and attention it takes to 

digest concepts in long-form writing are quite different from glancing at 

a text message or status update, she said.

"Reading long-form texts like books and magazine articles is really 

important for understanding complex ideas and for developing critical 

thinking skills," Twenge said. "It's also excellent practice for students 

who are going on to college."



Reading, Social Interaction and 

Empathy



OECD (2000) Reading for Change: Performance and 

Engagement Across Countries. Results form PISA 

2000 (Executive summary): OECD - PISA (Program 

for International Student Assessment). p. 3.

Engagement

One crucial factor the education systems can work on 

is the degree to which students are well motivated 

readers. This report shows that the degree to which 

students are ENGAGED in reading is a crucial factor 

associated with reading proficiency.



What do we need to do to create a 

reading culture?



CREATING A 
READING CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

an encouraging, welcoming 
physical environment 



Comfortable 

Welcoming 

Seating



CREATING A 
READING 
CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

a large, varied 
collection of reading 
materials



CREATING 
A READING 
CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

adequate access to 
collections - both 
during structured 
reading programs 
and out of school 
hours



There is a great deal of evidence

showing that children with more

access to books read more.

ACCESS Krashen, 2002



CREATING A 
READING CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

knowledgeable library 
staff who know both the 
collection and the 
students with whom the 
work



Teacher-librarians typically place the 

right book in the right hands at the right 

time and encourage a lifelong love of 

reading. The role of the teacher-librarian, 

connecting young people with books that 

interest them, has been underestimated. 

Haycock, Dr Ken (2003) The Crisis of Canada's 

School Libraries: The Case for Reform and Re-

Investment



CREATING A 
READING CULTURE

To be successful there should 
be:

modeling by staff of 
positive attitudes 
towards reading and 
their students as 
readers 



Children learn about literature from 

what the adults around them do 

about it.

Zahnleiter, 1985, p. 187THE ENABLING ADULT



CREATING A 
READING 
CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

whole school 
support for reading 
as a necessary part 
of life



CREATING A 
READING CULTURE

To be successful there should be:

a sense of ownership by the 
students of their own reading 
development and their 
reading environment



WHAT DOES THIS 
LOOK LIKE IN 

THE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY?





CBCA ENRICHMENT READING PROGRAM
STUDENTS AS JUDGES



LITERATURE FESTIVALS

Illustrations by Leigh Hobbs. Design b y Judy W atson. Calendar  ©  ACLA

What’s on at       ? 

Tuesday 7  June 2 0 1 6

Grang e Hill Bedtime S torytelling  
N ig ht w ith Sofi e Lag una

6 .0 0 pm-7 .0 0 pm

Dr Judith Paphazy E arly

Learning  Resource Centre

Wednesday 8  June 2 0 1 6

The K ids’ Bookshop Event:
An Evening  w ith Leig h Hobbs

7 .3 0 pm-9 .3 0 pm

Dr Judith Paphazy Early Learning
Resource Centre

Wednesday 1 5  June 2 0 1 6

Litfest D inner w ith
the Stella  Prize Panel

6 .0 0 pm start

M adeleine Centre for M usic
and the Peform ing  Arts

Thursday 1 6  June 2 0 1 6

Litfest Afternoon Tea Book Clubs 
w ith g uest speaker, Asphyxia

3 .3 0 pm-5 .3 0 pm

d’Houet Library



Story Tent

COMPETITIONS

GAME OF LOANS



PODCAST 
CHANNEL



BOOK CLUBS

Reading and discussing a 
common book

Book week & LITFEST 
celebrations

Reader’s Cup

Reviewing

Favorites Lists

Book Selection

Literary Afternoon Teas

Story reading to younger 
students



LITERARY 
AFTERNOON TEA 
EVENTS



READERS ARE MADE BY READERS.

SENIOR FICTION COLLECTION



READING HABIT
Of almost 700 secondary students 

surveyed approximately 480 students 

said they read for pleasure daily or 

weekly



ATTITUDE TO READING

Over 220 of the 
surveyed students 
claim to ‘love’ 
reading.

Over 330 students 
say they will read if 
they can find 
something they like.



AUSTRALIAN CHILDRENS 
AND YOUNG ADULT 

LITERATURE



Australian Children’s and Young Adult Literature

Early Texts celebrating a special birthday

Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards

Australians in International awards

Classics

My favourite Australian children’s books

The development of Young Adult fiction in Australia

National Centre for Australian Children’s Literature 

The Australian Children’s Laureate



Snugglepot and Cuddlepie: Their Adventures 

Wonderful by May Gibbs, 1918









Established with the first awards in 1946, the annual CBCA Book of the 

Year Awards aim to:

•promote quality literature for young Australians;

•support and encourage a wide range of Australian writers and 

illustrators of children’s books and;

•celebrate contributions to Australian children’s literature.



BOOK WEEK 2018 Children’s Book Council of 

Australia



The International Best Books for Young People 

(IBBY)

Hans Christian Andersen Medal

‘for their lasting contribution to children’s 
literature’

Australian Winners

Writing - Patricia Wrightson 1986

Illustration – Robert Ingpen 1986





The Lindgren Award annually recognises one or more living people …for their career contributions and institutions for 

their long-term sustainable work.  Specifically they should be: 

"authors, illustrators, oral storytellers and promoters of  reading" whose "work is of  the highest quality, and in the spirit of  

Astrid Lindgren.“

Richest children’s literature prize in the world and one of the richest literature awards

2008 – Sonya Hartnett

2011 – Shaun Tan



Sonya Hartnett



Shaun Tan



SHAUN TAN











JEANNIE BAKER



Pamela Allen



GRAEME BASE



BOB GRAHAM



Tobhy Riddle



Anna Walker





Bronwyn Bancroft









AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN’S LAUREATE Morris Gleitzman

2018



HAPPY READING
ARRIGATO!

Dr Susan La Marca

2018


